
Air Force secretary praises Bagram Airmen 

     BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Af-

ghanistan - The secretary of 

the Air Force visited 455th Air 

Expeditionary Wing Air-

men Aug. 29 here during his 

second visit to Afghanistan in 

10 months. 

     Secretary Michael B. Don-

ley spoke to approximately 300 

Airmen at an Airmen's Call 

held on the steps of an old, Rus-

sian air traffic control tower, 

known as the "Crow's Nest" in 

Camp Cunningham. 

     The control tower was built 

in 1976 during the Soviet Un-

ion's occupation of the region, 

but today more than 5,000 Air-

men are deployed to Bagram 

Airfield supporting Operation 

Enduring Freedom and NATO 

International Security Assis-

tance Forces. 

     The secretary thanked Air-

men here and relayed a mes-

sage from Air Force Chief of 

Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz. 

     "I can hardly express the 

pride General Schwartz and I 

feel in the work that you do 

here and the contributions that 

Airmen make in the joint fight," 

Mr. Donley said. 

     Secretary Donley went on to 

list the many missions Airmen 

are carrying out on a daily basis 

in support of the joint fight. 

     "From providing airlift from 

the continental United States 

into the area of responsibility 

and back; providing armed over-

watch for coalition forces; intel-

ligence, surveillance and recon-

naissance missions; special op-

erations forces; combat search 

and rescue; providing electronic 

warfare capability; all of this 

and more demonstrate Airmen 

are 'all in,'" Secretary Donley 

said.  "And we're doing it with 

the total force of active duty, 

Guard and Reserve Airmen, ci-

vilians and contractors." 

     Just days before his visit, Air 

Force airlift crews flew 149 air-

lift sorties, delivered 595 short 

tons of cargo and transported 

approximately 4,000 passen-

gers.  This included about 

110,000 pounds of aerial resup-

ply cargo dropped over Afghani-

stan. 

     Secretary Donley continued 

to praise the Airmen for their 

dedication to the preservation of 

human life, highlighting the 

efforts of the Air Force and joint 

aeromedical evacuation teams.  
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BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan - Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Donley 
addressed more than 300 members of the 455th Air Expeditionary Wing during an 
Airmen's Call Aug. 29, 2009, at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan. Secretary Donley 
thanked Bagram Airfield Airmen for their support in the war and urged them to 
continue supporting all joint and coalition efforts. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior 

Airman Felicia Juenke) 



DONLEY 
"We're providing aeromedical 

evacuation of wounded 

(including coalition forces and 

civilians) from the battlefield 

back to theater hospitals so ef-

fectively that it has reduced 

casualties in this conflict to the 

lowest rate that it has been in 

any previous conflict," he said. 

     An example of this dedica-

tion occurred Aug. 25 when Air 

Force HH-60G Pave Hawk heli-

copters and pararescue teams 

transported 25 patients to coali-

tion field hospitals from loca-

tions in Afghanistan.  Parares-

cue team members located, res-

cued and began to stabilize the 

wounded in the battlefield.  The 

HH-60G  aircrews then trans-

ported these patients to field 

hospitals in less time than it 

takes for a civilian patient to 

reach emergency care by ambu-

lance in the United States.  

     "The scope of mission you are 

undertaking in the joint fight is 

truly breath-taking.  Without 

our Air Force, the joint fight 

would simply grind to a halt,"         

Secretary Donley said. 

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan -- On the steps of the old Russian air traffic 
control tower, known as the 'Crow's Nest' in Camp Cunningham here, Secretary 
of the Air Force Michael Donley thanked members of the 455th Air Expeditionary 
Wing for their efforts in taking the fight to the enemies of Afghanistan, Aug. 29, 

2009.  (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Felicia Juenke) 



     BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Af-

ghanistan -- Airmen from the 

336th Expeditionary Fighter 

Squadron achieved a major 

combat milestone here when 

they surpassed 8,000 combat 

hours in the F-15E Strike Eagle 

while providing security to Coa-

lition forces. 

     The aircrew for the mission 

included Capt. Jaina Donberg, 

F-15E pilot and a native of Ar-

lington, Va., as well as Capt. 

Nick Foster, an F-15E weapons 

system officer and a native of 

Martinsburg, W.V.  Launching 

the mission was F-15E crew 

chief, Senior Airman John 

Yates, a native of Pawtucket, 

Rhode Island and six-year-

veteran of the F-15 C and E 

family. 

     The crews provided security 

for a helicopter re-supply point 

that night and even coordinated 

communications between the 

helicopters and Coalition forces 

on the ground due the area's 

harsh terrain, according to Cap-

tain Foster.  

     "This re-supply was impor-

tant because the only way to re-

supply was via air because the 

roads were too hostile and rug-

ged to move a convoy," said 

Capt. Foster. 

     "Everything went smooth," 

said Airman Yates, of the 455th 

Expeditionary Aircraft Mainte-

nance Squadron, who is just 

three years older than this air-

plane.  

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan - Senior Airman Matthew Jones (front seat), a native of Warfield, Va., and 
Staff Sgt. Robert Burton (back seat), a native of Louisville, Ky., stay in constant communication with Senior 
Airman Daniel Scerri (on the ground), a native of Apex, N.C., during an inspection. This important inspection, 
also called an ‘M-BIT,’ assures the flight controls are working properly. All three of the Airmen are from the 
455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron and are deployed from Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, 

N.C.  (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Felicia Juenke) 

Strike Eagles surpass 8,000 combat hours, 

support unique missions in Afghanistan 
By Capt. David Faggard 
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     He said he just wanted to 

launch the mission and help 

save lives.  "We try to give them 

[aircrew] a jet they don't have to 

worry about; they need to focus 

on the mission and save the 

lives of our people on the 

ground."  

     "This really is their [the 

Maintenance Squadron's] re-

cord," said Captain Foster. 

"They have done an outstanding 

job producing the jets for us in a 

less than ideal environment. All 

the credit is due to them for the 

great work... [which] allows us 

to support the ground com-

mander and perform our mis-

sion.  For every hour flown 

there are countless hours of 

work done by our maintainers 

to get the jets back in the air." 

     Other F-15E missions here 

include anything from providing 

close air support for Coalition 

forces on the ground in contact 

with the enemy, to supporting 

the recent Afghan elections on 

Aug. 20.  

     One of these missions, ac-

cording to officials at the Air 

Force's Combined Air and Space 

Operation's Center, was when  

F-15Es provided security to a 

convoy transporting election 

ballots from polling precincts to 

counting houses.  

     Coalition forces on the 

ground reported taking sniper 

fire, rocket propelled grenades 

and small arms fire from vari-

ous positions along the route. 

Airmen used similar F-15E 

Strike Eagles to hit the enemy 

positions with strafing runs and 

precision guided munitions 

stopping the attack.  The ballots 

were successfully delivered, ac-

cording to the officials. 

     And the work done by the  

F-15E squadron in the sky is 

noticed by the ground forces. 

There have been many occa-

sions where maintainers and 

aircrew were thanked by Sol-

diers on base for their work 

keeping the jets in the sky, ac-

cording to Airman Yates. 

     "There have been times 

when they [soldiers] come up 

and say 'you guys saved our 

lives.'  That's a great feeling," 

said Airman Yates.  

     "336th pilots and WSOs 

never doubt that these jets are 

ready for prime time," said Lt. 

Col. Neil Allen 336th EFS com-

mander.  "They are safe, tacti-

cal, and ready for the mission, 

each and every day, no matter 

what.  More importantly, the 

American and Coalition heroes 

on the ground who count on the 

air component know that the  

F-15Es and other Air Force as-

sets are ready for the fight.  

This truth is a testament to the 

men and women who keep these 

assets flying."  

     The 336th EFS is deployed 

form Seymour Johnson Air 

Force Base, N.C.  

BAGRAM AIRFIELD, Afghanistan - Staff Sgt. Christopher Edwards, a crew chief 
from the 455th Expeditionary Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, replaces the hy-
draulic horizontal stabilizer actuator on an F-15E. Sergeant Edwards is deployed 
from Seymour Johnson Air Force Base, N.C. and hails from Estherville, Iowa.  
(U.S. Air Force photo/Senior Airman Felicia Juenke)  
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Editor's Note: Exact details of the 

missions have been omitted for se-

curity reasons.  





NATO MEDALS:  The NATO Medal takes approxi-

mately 90 days upon arrival for approval and distribu-

tion back to PERSCO.  PERSCO has a spreadsheet 

posted to the SIPR public drive which you can view to 

see the status of your medal.  If you notice any errors, 

call PERSCO at 431-2070/4409 or email 

455EMSG.PERSCO@afghan.swa.army.mil 

 

COMBAT O: Combat Orientation is Wednesday at 

0830Z/1300L at the Enduring Faith Chapel.  This is a 

mandatory briefing for all Air Force personnel assigned 

to Bagram Air Field.  Accountability is tracked and will 

be forwarded to the first sergeants. 

 

IMMUNIZATIONS:  Are your immunizations up to 

date? Active duty members are required to stay current 

on all immunizations during their deployment.  Report 

to your nearest medical treatment facility to check your 

status and get vaccinated.  For questions, contact Task 

Force Medical Public Health, 431-4426. 

 

GOING TDY:  All Air Force members are required to 

in and out-process through PERSCO for TDYs, Emer-

gency Leave or R&R Leave/Pass.  The PAX terminal 

will not manifest you until they have documentation 

stamped from PERSCO.  All personnel assigned to the 

455th are required to complete the AOR Travel Au-

thorization Memo for any type of TDY.  Please direct 

questions to PERSCO, 431-4409/2070. 

 

NEWCOMERS INPROCESSING:  All Air Force 

members are required to inprocess with PERSCO.  The 

inprocessing will start your combat pay entitlements.  

If you have been in the AOR for at least 30 days and 

you are not receiving combat pay, visit Finance in the 

crow’s nest tower on Camp Cunningham.  If you know 

for a fact that you did not inprocess with PERSCO, 

please visit PERSCO located in Bldg. 700 near the pas-

senger terminal.  Call 431-2070/4409 for more informa-

tion. 

 

PAPERLESS HOMETOWN NEWS RELEASE:  Just 

arrived here at Bagram?  Got promoted?  Hit a mile-

stone in your career?  Tell your family and friends at 

home by sending a paperless Hometown News Release 

available on the Bagram Air Field public Web site at 

this link: https://hnforms.dmasa.dma.mil/

lfserver/455AEWBAGRAM. Just fill out the form and 

hit submit.  It’s that easy. 
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